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WebPublisher v2

Introduction

WebPublisher has one purpose. To automate the process of making DataEase applications
open to everyone with a web browser. A developer can web-publish DataEase forms and
reports without writing a single line of code, simply by making choices and clicking buttons.
There is no easier way to put a database application online.

When DataEase forms are web-published, WebPublisher automatically turns them into XML
files. (XML is a Markup Language, eXtended for data-entry and update). WebPublisher then
uses Active Server Pages to transfer data between web server and browser.

Using their normal web browsers, with no additional software, users can view, enter, modify
and delete data in these forms — subject to the security permissions you select. They can also
run reports, upload and download files, and enter their own search criteria to locate specific
data.

Components

WebPublisher consists of three main components. These components are installed on the
Web Server.

The first component is called WEBCOM, which acts as a wrapper for PRISMDQL (the
native DataEase engine), and effectively converts prism into a COM standard object. This
allows the server to start up an instance of PRISMDQL whenever a client browser requests
it, and the PRISMDQL session then handles the client's request. WEBCOM and Prism have
to run on the Web Server, but the DataEase Application data files can be held on any
machine connected to the Web Server.

The second component is called WebPub. This is the program which creates XML
WebForms from DataEase forms. WebPub is essentially the administration program for
WEBCOM. WebPub performs two tasks: Firstly, it creates the XML forms - called
"publishing" a form - and secondly, it establishes the path which WEBCOM uses to
communicate with the source DataEase Application.

The third component is Customizelt. This is a utility which allows you to modify the
appearance and characteristics of various elements in your web-published applications.
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The diagram below shows a typical WebPublisher installation. Notice that the same application
is being simultaneously used by a conventional network, and by users on the World Wide Web.
You can web-publish as much or as little of the application as you desire.

Metworked DataEase Application Weh Published DataEase Application
DataEase Wwieb Server
Application Fye | (FTatlyll
Data Server all webPublizher

i
I ! I I !

Metworked Metwarked Metworked Client Clignt Client
Wwiarkstation Workstation “Warkstation Wweb Browser Web Browser ‘Web Browser

{FPoszition of Fire Wall varies)

WebPublisher Files on the Web Server

Chw'ebPublisher wWebPublizher program files
CiwebPublizhe s wWehPublizher ASF Pages
CiwebPublisherwiaw™dpplication  —————— Application-zpecific DEFAULT HTR (rrenu) file.
CiwebPublizherwWiw W Adpplication il ———— Application-zpecific XML files for each wWebForm
CiwiebPublizherwisAdpplicationilmages ——— &pplication-specific Image Files

toctual file paths mawvand

© DataEase International Ltd



What's New in v2?

If you're familiar with previous DataEase web publishing packages — namely WebEase and
WebPublisher v1 — then the following notes will quickly advise you of the new features in
WebPublisher v2.

Earlier versions of DataEase included a limited web publishing package, called WebEase. This
consisted of a Java applet which was downloaded to the client machine, along with the entire
DataEase .DBM file you wanted to publish. Having downloaded everything, the client could
view and search the file, but couldn't write to it.

WebPublisher is not a Java applet. It's based on ASP (Microsoft Active Server Pages). When

you publish a DataEase form using WebPublisher, you allow the client to read and write data

directly into the DataEase application. There are no massive downloads to the client machine.
The hard work is done at the Web Server end.

The differences between WebPublisher v1 and v2 are summarized below.
e Web Publisher can be customized.
e Button icons can be customized.
e Reports can be published.
e Images can be uploaded via the browser.
e Arange of “Button Actions” are now supported.
e Forms can now display more than one Sub-Form. The new limit is nine per form.
e Sub-Forms now display multiple rows.
e Searching is supported.
e Import and Export are now supported.

Remaining Limitations

1. Most, but not all, Action Buttons are allowed in WebForms. Check the list of supported
actions. Unsupported action buttons should be removed from the document you wish to
publish, since they will only confuse your users.

2. You may only publish document forms and reports. You can not publish procedures or
menus.

3. Ellipses and OLE objects are not displayed on the published WebForm.

4. Users need an XML and XSL (eXtended Markup Language and eXtended Stylesheet
Language) browser to use these features. Current versions of IE and Netscape are fine, but
older versions may not support this technology.

5. Different browsers have different limitations as regards Image files. The safest thing for you
to do is convert all Image files used in your WebForms to .JPG format. Browsers are all
tolerant of the .JPG format, and any graphics package can convert a picture to .JPG format
in the blink of an eye.
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System Requirements

Requirements for the Web Server

The following software is required on the Web Server.
e Operating System: Microsoft Windows NT v4 or higher or 2000 or XP.
e Microsoft Internet Information Server (lIS) version 4.0 or higher.

e XML Parser Library version 4 or higher. This will have been automatically installed if you are
running Microsoft Internet Explorer 6.0. If you are running IE 5.5 instead, then you can
download and install the v2 XML Parser Library from Microsoft, free of charge. Upgrading to
IE 6.0 is probably quicker, and is the recommended course of action. Versions of |IE older
than 5.5 will not work with WebPublisher.

Internet Options on Browsers:

From the Control Panel on each browser open the Internet Properties option. In the General
tab, click on Settings in the Temporary Internet Files section. Under ‘Check for newer versions
of stored page’ check ‘Every visit to the page’. (The default setting is ‘Automatic’, but
WebPublisher does not work with this setting).

Functionality

You are strongly advised to use a dedicated web server for WebPublisher and to put your
applications on a different machine.
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Installation and Configuration

Installation involves the following steps, which are described in greater detail below:
1. Uninstall any previous version of WebPublisher. (see Uninstall below).
2. Install WebPublisher (see Installation below).

3. Set up a WebPublisher User Account and adjust IIS settings (see WebPublisher User
Account below).

4. Adjust the COM settings for the WebPublisher COM object (see COM settings below).

5. Set up the system environment variables dename and depath (see Environment variables
below).

6. Check settings in Internet Explorer.

Step 1: Uninstall

WebPublisher V2 will normally be uninstalled from the Add or Remove Programs options from
the Control Panel. Check the following:

1. That the WEBCOM object has been removed during uninstall. If it is ‘left behind’, it can be
removed by typing WEBCOM.exe /UnregServer at the command line

2. That the fUpload.exe object has been removed during uninstall. If it is ‘left behind’, it can be
removed by typing fupload.exe /UnregServer at the command line

3. Ensure that WebPublisher has been deleted from IIS, and delete it manually if necessary
4. Delete the WebPublisher folder

Step 2a: Installation

Install WebPublisher by selecting the appropriate option from the DataEase CD and follow the
on-screen instructions.

The installation program does the following four things:

1. Creates a folder, called WebPublisher, which contains WebPublisher executables and
configuration files. The default path of the WebPublisher folder is c:\ WebPublisher. You do
not need to have DataEase itself on the web server.

2. Creates a subdirectory, called WWW, in the WebPublisher directory. ASP and auxiliary files
go in this directory. (Each time a DataEase application is web Published, an application
directory is created in the WWW directory and contains the files for that application. Other
files, e.g. CDFs, must be put into the relevant application directory by the developer)

3. Registers WEBCOM in the system registry. This COM object is a wrapper around prism, the
core of the DataEase engine

4. Creates a virtual web directory on the Default Web Site named WebPublisher. The data
path for the virtual directory is the WebPublishehWWW path

Step 2b: Deploy Web Users Licence

The Deploy Web Users Licence is option 5 on the DataEase install CD. Run this option to
permit multiusers on your webpublished system

Step 3: WebPublisher User Account:
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Create a new user account (Must have Administrative Privileges). You can give the account
any suitable name, e.g. ‘WPUser’, and a password.

Make sure that:

l. The password for the account is not empty (otherwise non local browsers will not be
able to access the web published application)

Il. The account has the rights to read from and write to the DataEase application folder

Il The account has the rights to read from and write to the WebPublisher installation
directory (C:\WebPublisher by default)

Note: You are recommended not to use the Administrator account for browser users as this
would present a serious security risk.

V. Launch the Internet Services Manager, which is provided with 1IS. Open the Default
Web Site virtual directory, then choose Properties from the WebPublisher virtual
directory.

V. Open the Directory Security tab and click Edit on Anonymous Access and

Authentication Control. The Authentication Methods dialog will display. Check
‘Anonymous user access allowed’.

VI. Click Edit again and the Anonymous User Account dialog will display. Type in or browse
for your chosen user account, uncheck ‘Allow IS to control password’ (or on NT
uncheck ‘Enable the Automatic Password Synchronization’) and enter the account
password.

4a: COM Settings, on 2000 and NT

The decomenfg program is used to adjust COM settings. It can be launched from the Run
menu. From the list of COM objects select WEBCOM and open its Properties window.

l. Click on the Security tab

Il. Check ‘Use custom access permissions’ and click Edit. Ensure that your account user is
in the list of accounts and add it if necessary. Type of Access should be ‘allow Access’.

4b: COM Settings, on XP

Choose Control Panel from the Start menu, and click on Administrative Tools. Double click on
Component Services, then click on Computers/My Computer/DCOM Config. Scroll down to
WEBCOM and right click to open the short menu. Click on Properties.

l. Click on the Security tab.

Il. Click Edit in Access permissions. Ensure that the account user is in ‘Group or user
names’ and that ‘Access permissions’ is checked to Allow.

Note: If you cannot find the user account in Launch, Access and Configuration permissions,
first click Edit, secondly click on Add/Advanced/Find Now, and thirdly click on the user account
to add it to ‘Group or user names’.

If the user account is missing from the list of accounts it is probably because it doesn’t have a
password. From the Control Panel, click on User Accounts, select the user account and click
on ‘Create a password’.
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Step 5: Environment variables

The system environment variables DEPATH and DENAME must be set up on your web server
and on your application server.

DENAME = AUTO. AUTO must be in upper case. This lets a random unique DENAME be
automatically generated.

DataEase itself need not be installed on either the web server or the application server, but the
DEPATH variable must point to the DataEase application’s CONFIGUR.DAT file and
DENETWRK.OVL.

Note: If you want to change the location where DEPATH points to (e.g. network path, for
example) this can be done by opening up the “Command Prompt”, going to the WebPublisher
directory and typing “WEBCOM)/Config”. A dialog box will open, guiding you through the
process of changing the path setting.

Step 6: Internet Explorer

Open “Internet Explorer”, click on “Tools”, then select “Internet Options”. When the “Internet
Options” menu opens up, in the “Temporary Internet Files” section, click on the“Settings”
button.

For “Check for newer versions of stored pages”, “Every visit to the page” needs to be
checked.
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Security and Passwords

Security and Passwords

You might wish to make the WebForms in your DataEase application open to everyone - or
you might want to restrict them to people who know the appropriate Pass Names and Pass
Words. Both are possible with WebPublisher. More than that, a user's ability to View, Modify,
Enter or Delete records will obey the Security Rights that you have set for your application
users.

When you first web publish a form, you're prompted to type in a Name and Password.
You must enter a Name and Password, since this will define the rights and privileges
enjoyed by this set of users.

If you type in a name and password, and then tick the "Save User Login" box, your users
won't need to. You've done it for them. This is ideal for a sales or information system
intended to be open to the general public.

If you leave the "Save User Login" box blank, then the users will have to enter the name
and password themselves. This will be checked by DataEase itself, against its usual
internal list of Users, before the client's browser is allowed to access the form.

Iser application ISaIesﬁdmin When you webpublish one or mare forms,
name: you can require users to fill in a Mame
Lzer name: Isa|ESStaff and Passward before they are allowed

]>_ to access the application. To do this,
Password: I xxxxx type in the Mame and Password, BUT
© Copyright 2000-2003 leave the "Save User Login® box unticked.

Sapphire Int. Ltd. Save user login W
All Rights Reserved

if you want the application to be apen

Click "Mest" to continue, "Cancel" to stop the publication to everyone, just fill in _the Marne and
process, Password fields, and tick the

"Save User Login" box,

Since the webdebloyed form(s) can contain New, Save and Delete buttons, a user can
write to any records he wants - assuming the user has the security rights. These rights are
precisely the same as the user's name/password would grant him if he were using
DataEase on its own...because these checks are carried out by a PRISMDQL session on
the server.
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Publishing WebForms

You may wish to make part or all of a DataEase application available to web users. Typically,
only a part of your application would be web published, leaving various internal administration

documents available only to networked PC's internal to your organization.

WebPublisher allows you to pick the forms and reports you want to publish. Since the process
of 'publishing' forms and reports takes just a second or two, it is easy to come back later and
publish more. Similarly it is easy to update your published WebForms, should they be modified

or improved by the DataEase application managers.
To publish WebForms of your DataEase application:

1. Log on to your Web Server using the account name you chose as the WebPublisher User

Account;

2. Launch WebPublisher from the Start>>Programs>>WebPublisher menu, and follow the
instructions in the dialog boxes. These dialog boxes prompt you to set a path to your target

DataEase Application, and then select which forms you wish to publish - as the screen-

shots below show:

@ webPublisher for DataEase

Select Application

Flease enter the path of your Datak ase application and its name.
Then provide a user name and pazsword for this application.
Check "Save uzer login' to save information about the uzer login
in the generated HTHL file. This iz 20 that users will be
automatically logged in.

WebPublisher 2

Application path: I:\DEBS\SAM PLESA\TEMPLATEMMEMBERS

Application name: IMEMBEHSHIP

Browse... |

Uszer application
hame:

Data’fase

ISaIesAdmln

User name: ISaIesStaff

Password: I xxxxx

© Copyright 2000-2003

Sapphire Int. Ltd. Save user login - [V

i

All Rights Reserved

Click "Me=t" ta continue, "Cancel to stop the publication
process.

< Back I Mext » I

Cancel
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Here we are selecting a modified version
of the DataEase Template Application
called Membership.

The User Application Marme can be anything
you like. It allows you to have multiple entries
to the same application - for different groups
of users, with different access rights, say.

By ticking this box we enter the user's name and
password for him. Useful when we wish the
application to be open to all. Mote that everyone
who signs on will still be restricted to the access
tights specified by the User name and Password
vou have filled in for therm.



Place a tick alongside the forms you wish to web-publish.

ebPublisher for DataEase

WebPublisher 2

-

& Copyright 2000-2003
Sapphire Int. Lid.
All Rights Resarved

Select Forms

Please zelect the forms to be publizhed from the lizt below:

[CI=_=PPPaRAMETERS
O= _INTERESTTYFE
O= _LsBELFLAG

O= _LooP_LOOFER
O= _MEMBERSHIP
O= _MEMEERSHIFTYFE
O= _PavMENTTYPE
O= _rerson

1]

D _PERSOMIMTEREST
O= _TELEPHONY

D _TELEPHOMYTYPE
D EnterdppParameters
O= ErterrterestTyps
D EntertembershipType
O= ErtetembshipD etails
Employees

| L

Select Al |

Select Mone

Click "Mext" to continue, "Cancel to stop the publication
process or "Back'" ta return ta the previous dialog.

< Back |

Mext » | Cancel |

11

In this Dialog Box

we are selecting

the forms which we

wizh to publish.

(two mare selected forms
are off screen).

Motice thatwe are
selecting a subset
ofthe application's
awvailable forms.

If- at a later date -

wie decide to make more
torms availakle to
web-users, then itis

a simple matter to return
tothis Dialog Box and
add the extra forms to
our published list.

Having selected our forms, we can go on to select which Reports we wish to publish, as shown

over page.
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@ webPublisher for DataEase [ x|

Select Reports

Pleaze zelect the reports to be publizhed from the list below:

WebPublisher 2

O=] renewRemindLabels
D RptintersstDirecton
EmplayeeReport

=

Select Al | Select Mone |
& Copyright 2000-2003

S5 hira Imt. Lfd. . . -
M?ph;:;; d Click "Next" to continug, "Cancel” ta stop the publication
g S process of "Back'" to return to the previous dialog,

¢ Back I Mext > I Cancel

...and when we click the Next button, to publish our selection, the following takes place:

o WebPublisher creates a new directory on the WebServer to hold the published WebForms

So if you had chosen to publish some forms from the an application called MEMBERSHIP,

then your Web server would now have a new directory, as shown below:
C:WebPublisher\WWW\applications\SalesAdmin

...assuming that you had installed WebPublisher in the default path of C:\.

Note: The directory will have the name of your User Application Name. The Application
Name will only be used if you didn’t enter a User Application Name.

© DataEase International Ltd

12



13

¢ Inside this new subdirectory there would be one file and two further subdirectories. There
is also a single file, called DEFAULT, which is an HTML startup menu for your web-
published forms and reports. When your Website Administrator builds a link to this .htm
page, people will be able to access it from their web browsers. The screen-shot below
shows the startup menu for the Membership forms we selected earlier.

Application

Membership

Forms

O PersonMembshipPhaoto
" NATIVETelephonyDets
" EMPLOYEES

Reports

" EMPLOYEEReport

This startup screen is functional, but is deliberately left as simple as possible, so that the user
can modify it to their own corporate style.
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Publishing Considerations

WebPublisher produces a near-perfect visible representation of your original form. But there
are some important underlying differences that you need to consider. First and foremost, you
must not assume that field-level derivation and validation rules will work as before — or more
exactly, when they worked before.

Your form is now a page of XML, and like all XML, it will only provide the server an opportunity
to validate the user’s input when the user clicks a button to submit the form. Only at this point
is the user's response sent to the Server, whereupon DataEase can check for lookups,
derivations, validations, and so on. All these lookups, derivations and validations will work
correctly — but they work at the form level, not the field level.

If a user has just laboriously filled in a dozen fields before submitting a form, he will not be
pleased if the form is returned by the Server because he mistyped something in the very first
field. Every web user has encountered this situation, and knows how annoying it is.

WebPublisher goes a long way to avoiding this problem by generating automatic JavaScript
functions to check that text is being entered in a text field, required fields are filled in, and so
on. This Javascript instantly spots user errors at the field level, and gives him a timely warning,
before the form is submitted.

Even so, you should carefully consider your form before publishing it, to see if it can be
simplified to avoid validation problems. There is no way round this design limitation. The
client’'s web browser will not communicate with the server until he submits the entire form. So
bear this in mind, and try to minimize the number of situations in which a form will be rolled
back to the user with a validation error.

WebPublisher publishes Native DataEase forms. Some aspects of DataEase functionality do
not translate from a Windows environment to a browser: For example, OML Event scripting will
not run through a browser.
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Forms - What the User Sees

When a user navigates to the default.htm, and from it selects a WebForm to open, he will see
a form which looks very like the original DataEase form. The screenshot below shows the
WebForm version of the PersonMembershipPhoto form from the modified Membership

application.

| Fle Edt View Fav || wBack - = - (D (9] || adiess [E] g « |
" Log OF )  Mew ) ( save ) ( Delete )  oBF ) ( Import ) [ Euport ) =

PersonMembshipPhoto (" First ) ”Prew’eus) (" Nest ) (" last )

aaea

Firstrdicidlef Simaon b Irwvin Fhoto
Last Mames:

PersoniD: 000009 | Details of People, Their Memberships and Interests

18a Milton Road

Address:

Towny Country or
State:

Fostor Zipeode:

Cambridge
B4 1Y Country:

¥ Include Address In Dir? ™ Sellto 3rd Parties?
¥ Auto Renew Membership?
Telephone, etc:
Teol 01223503472
Fax: %

tAohile: 0700 8100234

E-pdgil:  simoni@nthworld.com

NOTE: The aboce i« DataEase Nafive Data Sawve | Close | Clear | Searchl Table View | Delete |

4] |

ILI<I

The form is practically identical to the original. The main difference is that there is now a set of
Action Buttons running along the Top of the page. These Action Buttons are the standard
Action Buttons defined by WebPublisher, and by default they will appear on all WebForms.
They can be modified — and in some cases removed — by the Customizelt tool, which we will

describe later.
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Notice that there are four Action Buttons in the shape of blue arrows in the top left hand corner
of the published form, as shown below.

1110

These are normal DataEase Picture objects, with Actions attached to them (first, previous,
next, last). These continue to work on the web published form exactly as they did on the
original form.

The application also contains a number of action buttons, e.g.

Save | Close | Clear | Searu:hl Takle View | Delete |

These buttons will also work — assuming, of course, the User Name and Password permit
these actions.
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Reports — User Options

All the user has to do is click on a web-published report in order to run it. The data will be
displayed in similar fashion to the report shown below. The user can print it out from his web
browser, if he wishes, using the web browser’s File>>Print option.

17

The graphic below shows a report at its most simple — a list of on-screen data.

(leg i) (Chew ) (CSave ) (Cheletie) (C00F ) (Cimpari)
EMPLOYEEReport ( Frst ) (Previous) ( Newt ) [ last )
List of Employees on File
Hire_Date Ref Fname Lname Salary Gender
22021990 36 Annete Roulet 2950000 Female
244071330 23 Elizabeth Lincaoln 1650000 Female
13/09/1990 3 Wictaria Ashworth 3760000 Female
1302193 5 Lesley Browning 44,000.00 Female
26/05/1991 19 Janine Labrune 2000000 Female
16071937 9 Ann Diervon 18,00000 Female
26101991 g Aria Cruz 2650000 Female
05/02,/1992 34 Martine Rance 31,00000 Female
27/03/1992 20 Maria Larsson 1100000 Female
070714992 38 Carine Schimitt 3500000 Female
17101992 16 Karin Josephs 3250000 Female

But the user can do a lot more with web-published DataEase reports. The
sections which follow show how user-specific data can be selected, and even
downloaded to the user’'s machine so that it can be integrated with other
packages, or modified and re-exported.
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Firstly, by clicking on the Export button users can choose to download the report onto their
local machine, in the form of a text file which can be imported into other packages — such as
Excel or DataEase. Look at the example below:

‘ Log OFF J

EMPLOYEEReport

F New ) ( Save ) ( Delete ) [ 0BF )

(" Import )

f Export )

© First )  (Previous) [ Newt )  Last )

Export Format Type |\/ariahle length text (Windows AMS) |

Export File Mame |fred.txt| T |

Include Field MNames
Field Separator  [Tilde [ ~ )
Record Separator INelene

Text Delimiter |N0ne

Table [EMPLOYEES |

L

L

Wihen you click the Export button, wou are
presented with an export definition dialog -
which will be very familiar to DataEase users.

This facility is not intended for members of the

ceneral public. It's designed to help employees

L

Al

L

Selected Records

[1 | 7o [7 ]

download data to their home pe's or laptops.

The downloaded file looks something like the one shown below. This delimited format can be
easily read into packages such as DataEase, so that the data can be worked with, and then
exported again.

Hire Date~Ref~Fname~Lname~Ialary~vTextender
22/02/1990~36~Annette~Roulet~29, 500, 00~Female
24,07/ 1990~23~Eligabeth~Lincoln~16, 500.00~Female
13/09/1990~3~Victoria~Ashworth~37, 600.00~Female
13/02/1991~5~Lesley~Erowning~44, 000.00~Female
Z26/05/1991~19~Janine~Labrune~20, 000, 00~Female
16/07/1991~9~ann~Devon~ 18, 000.00~Female
26/10/1991~8~Aria~Cruz~25, 500.00~Female
05/02/1992~34~Martine~Rance~31,000.00~Female
Z27/03/1992~20~Mar ia~Larsson~11,000.00~Female
07/07/ 1992 ~38~Carine~3chmitt~35, 000.00~Female
17/10/ 1992~ 16~FKarin~Josephs~32Z, 500.00~Female
27/01/1993~10~Anabe la~Domingues~13, 000, 00~Female
19/03/1993~27~Helvetius~Nagy~34, 500.00~Female
29/06/1993~37~Nary~3ave ley~32, 000, 00~Female

09/ 10/ 1993~2a~Rita~Muller~13,000.00~Female
19/01/1994~31~FPaula~Parente~39, 500.00~Female
11/03/1994~15~Kar la~Jablonski~17, 500.00~Female
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The second interesting thing a user can do with a report is to combine it with QBF to produce a
report tailored exactly for him. To do this, the user first runs the report, and then clicks the QBF
button, whereupon the report’s list fields are shown on-screen. The user can now type his own

selection criteria into these fields, further refining the report for his own requirements.

Using QBF with a report

Wihen you run a report, you can choose to use QBF to enter additional selection criteria into
the report. Click the QBF button, and a set of information appears, similar to the one shown
below. It shows the report's list fields, and allows you to type in your own selection criteria

Inthis example the report is being modified so that only female employees hired after 01/01/1990.

Click Mext to run the QBF

List of Employees on File

Hire_Diate Fef Fname

Lhame

/" Log OF 7 © Mew ) [ Save ) ¢ o8F ) ( Import )  Esport )
EMPLOYEEReport ( Frst ) ( Previous ) ( last )

Salary Gender

>01/0141990

Female

Selection criteria has been typed in here and here
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The user can choose to display his QBF as a form — in which case he sees one record at a
time, and hits the Next button when he wants to see the next record in the report — or he can
choose to display the report in Table View.

20

Click on a button to see the selected record in Form View.

( Log OF ) ( MWew ) ( Save ) ( Delete )  QBF ) ( Import )  Exzport )
EMPLOYEEReport © Frst ) (pPrevious) ( Newt ) 7 tast )
17 record(s) matching your selection
Yiew result as form
ket il i Ul Viewing records as a table
Revise afilter
£ MNew 5 ( Save ) | ( Delete )  QBF )  Import )
EMPLOYEEReport
Selact Hire_Date Ref Fname Lname Salary vTexGender
& 220021990 36 Annette Roulet 29 ,500.00 Female
e 240741990 23 Elizabeth Lincoln 16,500.00 Female
e h13f09f1990 3 Yictoria Ashworth 37 .600.00 Female
s bam2i1991 5 Lesley Browning 44 000.00 Female
[ 260541991 19 Janine Labrune 20,000.00 Female
[ 164071199 9 Ann Dievaon 18,000.00 Female
e 2611041931 Aria Cruz 25 A00.00 Female
[ \ 05021992 34 Martine Rance 3100000 Farmale
i
%
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Webform Action Buttons

When you create (publish) a WebForm, it is automatically provided with a number of
predefined Action Buttons, as described below:

New Clears the record, ready for a new record to be created.
Save Saves the record on screen.

Delete Deletes the record on screen.

QBF Clears the form so can enter search criteria.
Import Opens a file import dialog.

Export Opens a file export dialog.

First Views the first record.

Previous Views the previous record.

Next Views the Next record, if any.

Last Views the last record.

Log Off Log off and exit.

The buttons above are mostly self-explanatory, but Log Off, Import, Export and QBF need a
little further description

Log Off Logs off and leaves the application. Ideally all users will log off when
they decide to exit your web-published application. Logging off shuts
down the relevant DataEase session on the application server. In
practice, of course, users will often exit the application by some other
means, leaving the DataEase session still running. WebPublisher has
maintenance routines which cope with this, by automatically shutting
down unused sessions.

QBF Clicking this button clears all data from on-screen record, allowing the
user to type in his own data for use in a Query, For example, you could
type “Smith” into a name field, and when you submit this query the form
would display only those records which contained “Smith” in the name
field. You may also use Wild Cards in fields, so typing in “Smit*” would
return records such as Smith, Smythe, and Smithson. Selection
criteria can be entered into as many fields as you desire.
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Import If enabled, this option will allow a user to upload a file to the DataEase
application. The user selects the field, clicks on Import, and is then
presented with a dialog box — shown below — from which he can select
the file to be uploaded. When a file has been selected and submitted
(uploaded) it will be added to the DataEase Application, and will
immediately become live data.

The Import Dialog Box.

— Click here to upload the file with the onginal name.

3 WebFPublisher | PersonMembshipP o =] |

Pick a file to upload:

Browse to locate

ciimagesilovelyme.j Erowse .
I 4 yme.Jpd I the file you want.

Use ariginal file name
— Use the following name:

Submit Reset

Ej Upload image l_ l_ l_ Local intranet A

Click here to change the file name. Type in the new name (no directory/path is needed)
in the empty text field.

Export Allows you to download data from a report into a text file on your own
pc. You can define the format of the text file, so that it can be easily
imported into DataEase, a word processor, spreadsheet, and so on.
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DataEase Action Buttons

DataEase, of course, allows you define buttons and images which have embedded Actions.
Almost every form will have some of these Action Button/Images.

Many of these Actions are supported by WebPublisher, and the image/buttons will continue to
work on the Web-published form. Some Actions are not supported. For example, it would be
not be a good idea to have Actions such as “Install Application”, “Lock Application”, or “Restore
Application” — run from a Web Browser. Maintenance tasks such as this should be carried out

by the DataEase Administrator.
The following list of Button/Image Actions are fully supported.

Action

| Comments

Add Filter (AND)

Add Filter (OR)

[ Clear Query Filters
| Clear Selection Filter
| Clear Sort

Data Export

:Document Close
|| Exit DataEase
|| Filter Clear

Filter Set

|[Form Clear
||Record Delete

Record First
Record Last

|Record Next
Record Previous
|Record Restore

Record Save

|Record Save As MNew
|Records Sort

Records Sort Ascending
Records Sort Decending
||Refresh Screen
|| Select Records

Combine action paramster with current filter expression
using AMND clause and display results,

Combine action paramster with current filter expression
using OR clause and display results.

Clear selection filker and display first record
Clear selection filter and display first record
Clear sorting order and display first record
Open export dialog

Log off and return to list of published documents
Log off and close browser window

Zancel selection filter and display first record
Apply selection filter and display results
Display blank record

Delete current record

Display first record

Display last record

Display next record

Display previous record

Reload current record from server

Save current record

Sawve current record as new one

Display clear form to specify sort fields
Adjust sort order when specifying sort fields
Adjust sort order when specifying sort fields
Reload current record from server

Display clear form to specify selection criteria {same as QEBF)
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Some Actions are supported, but work slightly differently than the originals. For example, “Print
Document” would normally open a DataEase-specific print dialog box. Since the user doesn’t
have a copy of DataEase — just a web browser — this Action has been modified so that it opens
the user’s local print dialog box instead.

The following list of Button/Image Actions are supported, but there are behavioral differences
between the original and the web-published versions.

Action | Comments
Application Close Log off and return to list of published documents. Same as "Document Close"
Data Import Open import dialog. Action parameter (dbi-file name) is ignored
Frint Document Open browser "Print. " dialog
Frinter Setup Open browser "Print.." dialog
Refresh Continuously | Start process of periodical reloading of records from server for current form only
Fefresh Set Time Set refresh interval in seconds (minimum and default values are limited)
Selection Filter Set selection criteria from action parameter. Mo additional dialog is displayed
View as Table Display form in table mode

If a Button/Image Actions does NOT appear in one of the two lists above, then it is NOT
supported. You should remove it from the form before web-publishing it, because it will simply
confuse your users.
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WebPublisher includes a powerful utility — called Customizelt - which can be used to select
and specify the menu options available to users of your web deployed documents.
Customizelt has three Tabs, allowing you to modify details of the Top Line Menu Actions, the
Form Navigation Controls, and finally the characteristics of SubForm display.

Customizelt!

Data'hiase

© Copyright 2000-2003
Sapphire Int. Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

WwebPublisher creates separate folder for each publizhed application,
Choze folder with the applization name pou would like to be
customized from the list at the right.

Top level menu | Foim navigation menu I Subform navigation menu |

YWhen you open Custamizelt, your first task is to select the Application to customize.

CuztormSuriey

Background color: | Subforms in row; I 3 H
Button Name I Dizabled I Image Mormal I Customized I Image Highlighted I Customized
Log OFf btrHome_onZ.... [Ves btrHome_over2.aif  Yes
Mew btrMew_on. gif bt ew_aver. gif
Save btr5 ave_on.gif btrSave_over.af
Delete btrDelete_on.gif btrD elete_over. gif
[QEF btnQEF_on. qif btrGBF_ower.gif
Impart btrlmpart_orn. gif btrlmport_over. gif
Ewport btrE «port_on. gif btrE xport_ower. gif
| |
Save I Cancel |

Indicates that a default setting has been Disabled ar Changed

YWhen we click on a Button Mame, we are allowed to
choose a new ican file to replace the default pictures.
Motice that two icons are needed for each Button,

Some Buttons can be disabled, by ticking the Disable box.
Mot all Buttons can be disabled.

¥ Digable this button
Image Source for Maouze On Image Source for Mouse Over
IbthEF_on.gif IbthBF_over.gif

Change... | Chatage .. |

ak. I Cahicel |
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Here we select our SubForm icons, and decide how
many rows are to be displayed in each subform.

|x

@ CustomizeIt!

WwebPublizher creates separate folder for each publizhed application.
Chosze folder with the application name pou would e to be ISaIesEIrders j
customized from the list at the right.

Top level menul Farm navigation meny  Subform navigation menu |

Background color: | Subformes in o I 4 E

Button Mame | Dizabled | Image Mormal | Cuztomized | Image Highlighted | Cuztomized
SubForrm Prewvi... btnSubFPrev_a... btnSubPrey_over. gif
SubForm Hest binSubMest_o... btnSubtest_over. gif

b

Data’ﬁ'tase

© Copyright 2000-2003
Sapphire Int. Ltd.
All Rights Reserved 1] | ]

Save I Cancel |

Although each application is allowed only one set of Customizelt rules, you can in fact assign
different Customizelt rules to each form, by using the optional User Application Name to define
multiple entries into the same application - several different entries per form, if you desire it.
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